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Program: October 8th 
(Wed) 

“It's All About Light 
 - a Purist's Approach,”  

Albert Kocourek  
  Albert Kocourek specializes in 
Fine Art Landscape Photography. 
He has studied with some of 
American's foremost landscape 

photographers such as Michael Fatali. This has been sup-
ported with formal photographic education through various 
colleges. He has taken many photographic excursions 
and has acquired the real 
world experience needed to 
constantly improve the qual-
ity of his work. 
  His travels have taken him 
to photographing such di-
verse scenes as the Casbah 
of Tangiers, the bridges of 
Budapest, lily ponds in 
South Georgia, mosques of 
Istanbul and the Great Wall of China. He has photo-
graphic studies of Maryland, Cape Cod, the Southwest 
and other national sights. 
  Mr. Kocourek's photographs are particularly noted for 
their subtle tones of light, composition and their vibrancy. 
Our speaker will explain his use of natural light and meth-
ods of visualization, metering and special techniques. 
  You may see examples of this spectacular work at his 
web site: http://www.albertkocourek.com. 

Contents 
Page 2 - Upcoming Events For NOVACC.. 
Page 3 - CD-Rs; Photo Contest; Gallant Seminar & Nov.’s 
Competition; Sponsor. 
Page 4 - Members’ Gallery Challenge; Exhibits; Sponsor; 
New Members.     
Page 5 - Sponsors. 
Page 6 - Directions to Monthly Meeting; Exc. Board Contacts. 

Image Critiquing Workshop 
 

  The October Workshop, October 22 (Wed), will allow members to obtain constructive feedback on their im-
ages, both slides and prints. The purpose of critiques is to allow you to try out your work on other members and 
obtain their suggestions about technical details, composition, and other aspects of the image. The workshop will 
provide a supportive, educational environment to improve one's photography. Novices may bring up to six im-
ages; advanced members may bring up to four images. Everyone may bring a few extra images in case time al-

lows additional opportunity for critiques. Print pictures should be at least 5" x 7" and mounted. The workshop will be held in 
the McLean Community Center Maffett Room starting at 7:30 p.m. If you have any questions contact Bill Prosser, (703) 821-
2670 or prosserwm@aol.com. 

MPC’s October Quick-Look Calendar 
(See above for details)  

Program:  “It’s All About Light,” Al Kocourek; Mem-
bers’ Gallery Challenge. Oct. 8, (Wed) at 7:30 p.m. (7:00 
p.m. meet & greet) at McLean Community Center. 
Workshop:  Image Critiquing Workshop, Oct. 22, 
(Wed), at 7:30 p.m., Maffett Room, McLean Community 
Center. 

President’s Message:  
Bill Prosser  

     I believe we got the new program year started in grand 
fashion. We had very good attendance (about 30 people) and a 
great slideshow. The officers are doing an excellent job in plan-
ning and executing a wonderful set of programs and competi-
tions. 
   I hope that you agree with me that Sherwin Kaplan showed 
images and discussed his photographic approach in a way that 
should encourage each of us to make pictures with new vision 
and excitement. There were several things that he said that 
resonated with me: Always use a tripod, unless absolutely im-
practical; challenge yourself to go out and try to take images in 
a new way; and repeatedly go back to places you like to see 
what has changed and what new perspectives you can see. 
   Joe Miller, one of the major photographic mentors and teach-
ers in our area, is fond of saying the serious photographers 
always stand on five legs—two of their own and three of their 
tripods. I believe this is very important. Many beginning photog-
raphers find tripods ungainly and difficult to lug around. It is 
definitely an acquired habit, but one that becomes easier and 
more rewarding the more it is practiced. It pays dividends by 
allowing you to make sharp, well compose images. There was 
at least one image I noticed at last night’s Challenge that 
looked like it was hand-held at a slow exposure speed that, 
unintentionally I believe, rendered the picture soft and blurry. 
Using a tripod corrects this problem and slows you down. I 
don’t mean because you have to lug it around, but because it 
gives you time to think. When you use a tripod you have to 
more consciously think about where to put it (what is the best 
position to express your vision) and to think about what you 
want to include/exclude in the picture space.  

[ To be continued next month ] 
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Upcoming Events 
For the Northern Virginia Alliance of Camera Clubs (NOVACC) 

   The “Alliance” is an informal organization started in the spring of 1997 by Joseph Miller with the assistance of Dave Carter and Ed Funk. Its purpose is to 
promote communication and cooperation among camera clubs. Each Virginia member club agrees to publish in its newsletter a calendar of open-events for 
the current month held at other Virginia member clubs. Check out the NOVACC site at http://www.nvps.org/edfunk_edits/novacc.htm.  

As a member of the McLean Photography Club, you may attend any of the activities listed below. 
 

Loudoun Photography Club (LPC)  (http://www.loudounphoto.com)      
For club info, contact: Laura Starego at (703) 724-0725; e-mail: loudounphoto.com.  
• Program: "Photojournalism”, Bernie Boston. Oct. 21 (Tue). 7 p.m. Ashburn Library. Contact Laura Starego.  
• Competition: Plant Theme. Judge: Lillian O'Connell. Oct. 21 (Tue). Contact Becky Karas at (703) 726-9131 or five-
cats@yahoo.com. 
• Field Trips: Harper’s Ferry. Oct. 18 (Sat), 8 a.m. Contact Laura Starego at (703) 724-0725 or loudounphoto@aol.com. 
• Print Critique: Joe Miller. Oct. 14, 7 p.m. Contact Laura Starego. 
 
Manassas-Warrenton Camera Club (MWCC)  (http://www.mwcc-photo.org) 
For club info, contact Dee Akers, President, at (540) 347-0006; e-mail: akers@mirte.org. 
• Program:  “Natural Abstracts" Chuck Veatch. Oct. 2  (Thu), 7:30 p.m. at Manassas City Hall, 9027 Center St., Old 
Town Manassas, VA. Contact Maureen Roberts at (540) 439-0566 or e-mail at mars595cs.com.  
• Competition: Nature. Judge: Susan McEihinney. Oct. 16 (Thu), 7:30 p.m. at Manassas City Hall, 9027 Center Street, 
Old Town, Manassas, VA. Contact Andy Jezioro at (703) 361-8542 or e-mail at ajezioro@comcast.net.  
• Workshop: "Intermediate Photo Composition” (2 Session) Oct. 25, 1-3 p.m.  and  Nov. 22, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Fee 

$10. Central Library in Manassas. Contact Maureen Roberts at (540) 439-0566 or e-mail at mars595cs.com. 
• Field Trip: Battle of Cedar Creek Re-enactment. Middletown, VA . Oct. 19, (Sun) Contact Garry Martin (703) 830-0351 

or check http://www.cedarcreekbattlefield.org for more details.  
McLean Photography Club (MPC)  (http://www.mcleanphoto.org) 
For club info, contact Bill Prosser, President, at (703) 821-2670; e-mail: prosserwm@aol.com. 
• Program:  “It’s All About Light-A Purist’s Approach,” Al Kocourek; and Members’ Gallery Challenge. Oct. 8, (Wed) 

at 7:30 p.m. (7:00 p.m. meet & greet) at McLean Community Center. Contact Mona Smith for info at (703) 442-8029 or 
mona.smith@uspto.gov. See page 1 for details. 

• Workshop:  Image Critiquing Workshop, Oct. 22, (Wed), at 7:30 p.m., Maffett Room, McLean Community Center. If 
you have any questions contact Bill Prosser, (703) 821-2670 or prosserwm@aol.com. See page 1 for details.   

Northern Virginia Photographic Society (NVPS)  (http://www.nvps.org) 
For club info, contact Mary Ann Setton at setton@cox.net. 
• Program: “The Third Dimension.” John Swank. Oct. 7, (Tue). Meeting are at 7:30 p.m. at Dunn Loring Fire Station, 

2148 Gallows Rd. Dunn Loring, Va. 
• Competition:  Judge TBA. Oct. 21 (Tue) 7:30 p.m. 
• Field Trip: “DC Monuments under Full Moon.” Oct. 9, (Thu) Meet at the Netherlands Carillon at 6:30 p.m. Contact: Al 

Olson. 
• Workshop: Slide/Print Critique, Oct. 14, 7:30 p.m. Fairfax County Govt. Ctr. Contact: Fred Chitty (703) 493-8530 or chit-

tyfc@bp.com.  
Reston Photographic Society (RPS)  (http://www.mcleanphoto.org)    
For club info, contact Elaine Crowell at pcrowell123@earthlink.net. 
• Program:  TBA. Oct. 20, (Mon) at 7:30 p.m. At Reston Community Center at Lake Anne, Reston. Contact Bill Moriarty 

for info at (703) 620-3929 or eyecon@erols.com.  
Vienna Photographic Society (VPS)  (http://www.safeport.com/vps/) 
For club info, contact: Bill Graybeal, President, at (703) 281-9619; e-mail: bgrabl@erols.com.  
• Program: “A Little Extra Light.” Richard Nowitz. Oct. 1 (Wed), 7:30 p.m., Thoreau Middle School Auditorium, 2505 Cedar 
Lane., Vienna, VA. Contact Carla Steckley at (703) 476-6016 or  CPSteckley@aol.com. 
• Competition: Open. Judge: Jim Sollo. Contact Loma Mier (703) 691-1253 or bbute@cox.net. 
• Field Trip: "Overnight to Highland County, VA.—VA’s Little Switzerland." Oct. 18/19 (Sat/Sun) RSVP to Val Make-

peace at (703) 385-4838 or Paige Ireland at (703) 549-3171 or paigeire-eland@comcast.net 
• Members’ Forum: Informal peer critique of members’ images. Oct. 28 (Wed) Thoreau Middle School Auditorium. 



Five Categories, 50 Finalists, Six Winners  
Five winners will be awarded, one in each of the photo contest categories as well as a sixth, grand-
prize winner. The winners of each category will receive $500. The grand-prize winner, chosen from 
the 50 finalists, will receive $1,000.  
  All entries must be postmarked by December 31, 2003. Prints may be from digital high-resolution or 

film originals. Send unmounted 5x7 or 8x10 color or black and white prints by mail to Photo Contest, Smithsonian Maga-
zine, P.O. Box 50383, Washington, D.C. 20091.  
  The Categories: Americana—Events, objects or activities connecting the American people to their history or cultural 
heritage. The Natural World—Animals, plants, landscapes, geological, natural or climatological features and scientific 
processes and endeavors. People—Portraits, both studied and spontaneous, of individuals or groups from all walks of life. 
The Arts—Depictions of art, sculpture, textiles, etc., and of people interacting with same or in performance. Travel—
Images that capture geography, peoples, activities and cultures in the United States and around the world. 
  Get the details at: http://www.smithsonianmag.si.edu/smithsonian/issues03/sep03/lines.html. 
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CD-Rs Deliver Degrading Experience  
  If you are storing your digital images on CD-Rs, as many photographers are doing, this article might make 
you want to rethink your storage issues. Though the original article is in Dutch, a summary can be found in 
English at  
http://www.theregister.co.uk/content/54/32593.html. An unofficial translation of the original Dutch article 

can be found at http://www.cdfreaks.com/news/7751. 
  Here are a couple excerpts from the article: “PC Active tested data disks from 30 manufacturers that were recorded 20 
months ago. Several data CDs developed serious errors, or became virtually unreadable.” And, “Some manufacturers 
claim that their CDs are good for at least 10 years, if you keep them out of the sunlight. Some even say that their CDs will 
last up to a century; but the Dutch test seems to suggest that CD-R is the wrong medium to store photos, music or data 
files for posterity. It makes you wonder how the various DVD disk formats stack up.” 

 

Get Ready For Competition! 
November 12th (Wed) 

 
This competition's judge, Richard Latoff, is best 
known for his images of Washington, D.C. These 
include original prints and a series of posters de-
signed and published for the National Park Ser-
vice. 

A Photography Seminar Featuring Tips, Tech-
niques, and the Creative Photography by Andre’ 

Gallant 
  The Manassas-Warrenton Camera Club (MWCC) is presenting 
an Andre' Gallant photography seminar on November 8. Further 
information and the application form is on their website: 
http://www.mwcc-photo.org. Call (703) 590-5921 or (703) 369-
0293. Also, see last month’s Newsletter for details. 

R
e
m 
i 
n
d
e
r 
s 



Meadowlark Botanical Gardens Exhibit 2004 
  Our major display effort will take place on the first weekend of March 2004, at the Atrium, Meadowlark Botanical Gar-
dens, Vienna. Va. This will be our second annual "Northern Virginia's Best" nature photography exhibition. 
 
  Eighteen members signed up for this exhibit at the September meeting. If you did not sign up and would like to exhibit 
please e-mail or call me. By signing up you are not committed to display. You won't have to make that final decision until 
March 1 when I will take the pictures to Joe for selection. But I would like to put your name on my e-mail list for this event 
so I can keep you apprised of developments. Tony Hathaway: (703) 281-9127 or TonyHath@aol.com. 
 Check out the Meadowlard site at: http://www.washacadsci.org/meadowlark-gardens/ 

Still Wanted: Newsletter Editor 
Need an outlet for your creative juices?   
Give me a call and I’ll give you the details.  

Gary Oddi, Editor  (703) 437-8316 

Welcome New Members  
  

 Alex Grover, Kathylynn Beiro, Bob Crowley &        
Marie Thomerson (checkout Marie’s web page at 
http://www.mermedia.com). 
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Arlington Library Exhibit   
  At our first McLean Photography Club meeting, 16 members signed up to display at the Arlington County 
Central Library in either March, April or May of 2004. If more of you would like to join us please e-mail me, 
so that I can include your name on my list. 
      If you are interested please bring one small picture representative of your work to our October meet-
ing. If more than 12 members submit pictures I will choose the best 12 for submission to the Library Com-
mittee. However, all those submitting pictures to me will be allowed to display if the committee approves 
us. If approved I will send you full details. Tony Hathaway: (703) 281-9127 or TonyHath@aol.com 

October 8th Members’ Gallery Challenge Topics: 
"Curves, Circles and Spheres" or "Macros and Still Life" 

 
  For those of you who may have missed reading or hearing about our new approach to Member's Gallery here's the 
scoop. On certain months, we will announce a challenge photo shoot. This means we are asking you to make some pho-
tos during the month illustrating one of the challenge topics. For October, bring in 2 or 3 of your best prints of curves, cir-
cles and spheres, or macros and still life to display at the meeting. We would prefer that the pictures be mounted, but 
it's not necessary, and at least 5x7. If worst comes to worst and you just don't have time to do the photography, reach 
back into your archives and bring in a picture or two from the past that illustrates the month's topics. Happy shooting! 
Questions? E-mail me or call. Tony Hathaway: (703) 281-9127 or TonyHath@aol.com. 

 

*One Hour Quality Photo Processing and Color Prints 
*Black & White Processing and Prints 
*Enlargements from Negatives, Slides, Prints & Digital Files 
*Copy Negatives, Internegatives & Slide Duplication 
*Slides from Prints, Negatives, Transparencies & Digital Files 
*Slides - E-6 Processing, Kodak Services, Medium Format 
*Viewgraph & Display Transparencies 

Website: http://www.McLeanPhotolab.com                                         

*Photo Restoration, Poster Prints, Postcards 
*Photo on Images, CD's, Diskettes, & Zip Drives 
*PowerPoint Slides 
*Personalized Greeting Cards 
*Pictures on T's, Sweatshirts, Aprons & Mouse Pads 
*Video Duplication, Movies, Slides & Prints to Video Tape  
*Instant & Digital Passport, Visa & Immigration Pictures 

E-mail: mclphoto@hotmail.com 

10% discount for 
 MPC members 

Tel: (703) 448-7627 
  or  (703) 356-6570 
Fax:(703) 448-7668 

1320 Old Chain Bridge Road, McLean, VA 22101        For Quality Services, all done in-house        (since 1975) 



 
MOTOPHOTO 

The best place for pictures….guaranteed!® 

The new place in McLean for your photo  
imaging needs 

 
Digitally advanced laser technology gives unprecedented sharpness, color and quality. 

We inspect each photo for optimal correction before it is printed. 
Unbelievable quality from digital media, slides or print-to-print. 

 

Save all year with ClubMOTO® 

Chain Bridge Corner in McLean 
6819 Redmond Drive, McLean, VA 22101 

Tel: (571) 633-0375 
Between Giant and Greenberry Café 
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Many thanks to our sponsors... 

 

Café Tatti 
Since 1981  

A real French bistro in the heart of McLean 

Intimate Dining Room 
Fine Cuisine 

Excellent Wine Cellar 
Cocktails 

Knowledgeable Service 

The Washingtonian  
“The Best of McLean” 

http://www.CafeTatti.com 

6627 Old Dominion Drive, McLean, VA 
For Reservations: (703) 790-5164 

See us on the web at: 



Gary Oddi 
Newsletter Editor 
McLean Photography Club 
11891 Fawn Ridge Lane 
Reston, VA 20194 
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   MPC meetings are held on the second 
Wed. of each month from Sept. through 
June, at the McLean Community Center, 
1234 Ingleside Ave. Meet & greet from 
7:00–7:30 pm. Programs start at 7:30 pm. 
   Directions:  The McLean Community 
Center can be reached from the major 
intersection of Old Dominion Dr. and Dolly 
Madison Blvd. (Rt. 123). Go east one block 
to Ingleside Ave. & turn left. 

Visitors are always welcome! 

Address Correction 
 Requested 

 

See our web site at: 

http://www.mcleanphoto.org 

DEADLINE FOR MATERIAL FOR  
NOVEMBER’S ISSUE IS 

 OCTOBER 20th 

(the sooner the better)
 

 
McLean Photography Club’s Executive Board 

 
Elected Officers  

 
Appointed Board Members 

Annual dues are $25 for individuals and families; $10 for full time students. 

Bill Prosser 
Minnie Gallman 
Sue Teunis 

 (703) 821-2670 
(703) 356-0865 
(703) 536-9873 

prosserwm@aol.com 
pggallman@erols.com 
SueTeu56@aol.com 

President 
Vice-President 
Treasurer 

Mona Smith 
Rosemarie Bowie 
Sue Teunis 
Gary Oddi (temp) 
Vacant 
Tony Hathaway 
Vacant 
Brad Amador 
Bethany Culpepper 
Debbi Koplen 
Lucille Renola   
Marty Kaplan 
Dave Clem 
Bill Prosser 

(703) 442-8029 
(703) 522-0648 
(703) 536-9873 
(703) 437-8316 

 
(703) 281-9127 

 
(703) 256-2216 
(703) 237-8483 
(703) 307-3368 
(703) 920-7788   
(703) 893-1660 
(703) 356-8699 
(703) 821-2670 

mona.smith@uspto.gov 
rbowie@bonzai.net 
SueTeu56@aol.com 
goddi@erols.com 
 
tonyhath@aol.com 
 
bamador_1999@yahoo.com 
bjkculpepper@yahoo.com 
djkoplen@cox.net 
LRenola@aol.com 
 
kapphoto@erols.com 
clempix@dc.net 
prosserwm@aol.com 

Programs 
Competitions 
Membership 
Newsletter Editor 
Field Trips 
Members’ Gallery 
Workshops 
Webmaster 
Sponsors 
Publicity 
Hospitality   
Technical Advisor 
Technical Advisor 
Technical Advisor 

REMINDER: 
Yoo hoo! Yoo hoo! 
Yes, I mean YOU.   
Your dues are due. 
Send them to Sue, 
PDQ! 
_————————————————
_________________ 
Newsletter contributions should reach 
the editor no latter than the 20th of the 
month prior to the month of publication.  
  E-mail the editor, Gary Oddi, at 
goddi@erols.com, or call at  
(703) 437-8316, or U.S. mail. 


